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Winter’s Deadliest Poison—Antifreeze 

More than 10,000 dogs and cats are accidentally poi-

soned each year by antifreeze ingestion.  That doesn’t 

even include the intentional poisonings.  Dogs and cats 

are especially attracted to antifreeze because it tastes 

sweet.   

Traditionally made with ethylene glycol, antifreeze is 

toxic in even small amounts.  The ethylene glycol in anti-

freeze becomes deadly when it is metabolized by the liver 

into a poison that affects the brain and kills the kidney 

cells.  About three ounces of undiluted ethylene glycol 

may be lethal to humans if swallowed.  Kidney failure 

and death can result within 12-72 hours.  A cat can ingest 

a fatal quantity by licking its paws after walking through a 

puddle of antifreeze that has leaked.  Four ounces of anti-

freeze ingested by a 60 pound dog can cause kidney fail-

ure and/or death, while 1.5 teaspoons is fatal to a 10 

pound cat. 

Within 30 minutes to 12 hours after an animal drinks 

antifreeze, she will act as if drunk.  The animal may be 

wobbly, become depressed, vomit, develop muscle twitch-

ing, seizures, and go into a coma.  Dogs may appear to 

recover but die within 27-72 hours of ingestion.  Cats 

often mask the signs of illness until treatment is too late.  

Cats metabolize rapidly and must be treated immediately 

to have even a slight chance of recovery.  If you suspect 

antifreeze ingestion, seek help immediately. 

Use Pet and Child-Safe Antifreeze 

These safer products combine the benefits of biodegrad-

ability, low toxicity, and all-climate protection.  Propylene 

glycol antifreeze is safer for kids and pets than ethylene 

coolants.  Propylene glycol is not as toxic on the kidneys 

as ethylene glycol.  Use this safer alternative and encour-

age your neighbors to use it as well.  These are just two of 

the safer brands and are available at most retail and auto-

motive stores. 

For the United States, the average person is responsible for almost 20 tons of CO2. One of the easiest ways 

you can offset this it to plant some trees. The amount of carbon a tree can absorb will vary by its type and age. It takes 

6, 25 year old pine trees to absorb 1 ton per year. Broad leaf trees are more efficient at offsetting, once they reach ma-

turity (around 20 – 30 years) they will average about 1 ton of CO2 absorbs per year. 

This can be further improved by planting trees on the sunny side of your house. By using the tree’s shade 

you’ll need less cooling in the summer and thereby further decrease your emissions.  For those of you who would like 

to plan future yard improvements based around the amount of carbon you can offset, the National Forest Service 

makes a tool to crunch the numbers for you. http://www.fs.fed.us/ccrc/topics/urban-forests/ctcc/ 

“Offsetting Carbon Footprints” by Mike Kelley, Air Quality Coordinator 

“Pet Safety During the Holiday Season” exert 

By Regional Emergency Animal Care Hospital of Asheville 

http://www.reachvet.com/holiday-pet-safety 
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The Kickapoo Environmental Office is starting 

a new program to remove abandoned or junk 

cars from yards and properties located on the 

Kickapoo Reservation.  Often times, these ve-

hicles contain fuel, batteries, and antifreeze 

that can harm the environment if leaking oc-

curs.  Animals and insects will also call these spots home and can cause prob-

lems. 

The vehicle must currently be located within the Kickapoo Service Area and the 

owner must have a clean title.  You will receive fair market value of the vehicle 

($100 - $200 depending on the type and metal market) plus $50 bonus incentive 

from the KEO.  The bonus cash is limited to the first 20 cars, so don’t wait.  

There is a limit of 3 vehicles per person and the deadline for this project is Octo-

ber 31, 2011.  Contact the Kickapoo Environmental Office if your interested. 

1107 Goldfinch Rd. 

Horton, KS 66439 

K ICKAPOO  

ENVIRONMENTAL  OFFICE  

Phone: 785-486-2601 

Fax: 785-486-2445 

E-mail: luke.terry@ktik-nsn.gov 

Cash for Junkers 

The Kickapoo Environmental Office is please to present a new opportunity for the Kickapoo Service Area; 

the “Kickapoo Adopt a Road Program.”  Participation in the program is open to an array of people ranging  

from families, churches, youth groups, Tribal Departments and businesses to adopt a section of road in the 

service area and be proud to keep it trash and litter free.  Each section of roadway will have a sign with the 

groups name to display who is taking care of it.  The Kickapoo Environmental Office will provide trash bags, 

safety vests, disposable gloves and trash removal.  The group will be required to conduct two roadway clean 

up’s per calendar year.   

Announcing the “Kickapoo Adopt A Road Program” 

So, what are the benefits? 

• Removing trash and litter that takes many years to 

degrade and can be harmful to people and animals 

• Keeping the community trash free 

• Instilling tribal pride and reinforcing positive values 

for the youth 

• The enjoyment of being  outdoors and getting exer-

cise 

If you are interested in adopting a road on the Kickapoo Service 

Area please contact Vernon Dempsey, Environmental Specialist, 

at the Environmental Office 8:00– 5:00 Monday-Friday. 

FREE CHRISTMAS TREE 

DISPOSAL 

The Kickapoo Environ-

mental Office is accepting 

Christmas trees to enhance 

fish habitat in Reservation 

Ponds.  The trees can be 

taken to the west parking 

area behind the Environ-

mental Office; there is a 

sign to help identify the drop 

off area. 

Working Together for a  

Better Community! 


